Prayground: A Comprehensive Look and Resources

Prepared by: Traci Smith, smith.traci@gmail.com

For: The United Church of Christ

Love of Children: Building Faithful Communities for the Future

Terms of Use: This report was created by Traci Smith for the UCC’s Love of Children program. You
are welcome to learn from it and apply the information for your own work. Please do not alter,
distribute, or publish this report.

For questions, contact:

e Traci Smith — smith.traci@gmail.com or
e Trayce Potter, Minister for Children and Youth Engagement — tpotter@ucc.org

August 15, 2025

Introduction:

Prayground defined: A prayground is a designated area within a worship space where young children
can engage in age-appropriate, worship-centered activities during the service. Equipped with
materials such as children’s Bibles, worship aids, and props for “playing church,” a prayground invites
children to participate through movement, play and tactile learning while remaining part of the
gathered congregation

History: Praygrounds have gained a lot of popularity since the early 2000s, and specifically from 2016
on. It’s possible that Andrea Roske-Metcalfe coined the term, though the exact origin is unclear. *

Best Practices for Praygrounds

The Key Question Praygrounds Should Answer: How does the space encourage all who are
present to participate in worship in a meaningful way that honors each person’s unique abilities,
gifts, and developmental stage? Any congregation that pursues an honest answer to that key
question will be well on its way to creating a holy and grounded space for all.

Additional best practices are as follows:

! See: https://abcnews.go.com/Lifestyle/minnesota-church-incorporates-littlest-visitors-pray-ground/story?id=39253999
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1.

The primary goal of a prayground is to help everyone engage more fully in
worship: As some members of the worshipping community are drawn to the materials and
worship aids in the prayground, they are able to participate in a way that aligns with their
developmental stage, sensory needs, and personal preferences. The prayground offers a safe
and welcoming environment within the larger worship space. It is not a space to entertain and
separate some while others worship. Instead, it is a space that makes it possible for children
and adults to experience the holy together, each in ways that are meaningful to them. In this
setting, children are affirmed as full participants of the worshipping community, and they're
free to connect with the symbols, rituals, stories, songs, and mysteries of faith.

. There is no one-size-fits-all model for praygrounds. Every congregation has its own

traditions, worship style, mix of ages, cultural backgrounds, personality, and abilities. For one
church, a prayground might be as simple as a rug and a basket of toys for worship, set apart
somewhere in the worship space. For another congregation, the prayground might be a
semi-enclosed space complete with custom furniture design and a variety of different tools and
materials. The exact format is not as important as the intention behind it: to create a space
where children are welcomed as they are and aren’t seen as a distraction to worship but a
meaningful and integrated part of the community’s life and witness. Congregations would do
well to create a prayground structure that works for them rather than copying someone else’s.

Gentle structure and consistent presence help praygrounds thrive. Gentle structure
and consistent presence are essential for helping praygrounds thrive as valued parts of the
worship space. Structure refers to a set of simple rules or a covenant that outlines clear
expectations for how the space is used. These guidelines lay out when the prayground is open,
what can be expected there, and how to care for the materials. These rules/covenant might be
clearly posted within the prayground, bulletin, and website so all are aware of them. The
covenant might be co-created by children and adults alike and updated as needed. This gentle
and clear structure ensures the space remains welcoming and free while also supporting the
flow of worship. Consistent presence, provided by the same caring adults or older youth on a
regular basis help model and reinforce expectations for the space. Together, clear expectations
and dependable presence communicate that the prayground is an intentional, integral part of
the congregation’s life together in worship.

Praygrounds work best when they reflect the rhythms of worship. Since the primary
goal of the prayground is to help all engage more deeply in the worship of the community,
materials can be selected and rotated to align with what is happening during the worship
service itself. Musical instruments and ribbons can be made available for use during songs and
play communion elements for use during communion. Books or toys related to the scripture
reading and message can be rotated in when relevant to the day’s message or liturgical theme.
Wooden advent candles and soft nativity scenes might appear for the season of Advent, for
example. During Lent, perhaps the musical instruments and ribbons are removed as a
reminder of the more somber nature of the season. By mirroring the flow and focus of the
service, the prayground is more than a space for quiet play, it’s a place where children are
actively drawn into the praise, prayer, and learning of the larger community. This integration
reinforces the message that all ages belong in worship and have a role in its unfolding.



. Inclusive language invites both visitors and regulars to feel at home. Simple and
inclusive language invites both visitors and regulars to feel at home by signaling that the
prayground space is available to all, regardless of age, background, ability, or familiarity with
the congregation. Signage, bulletins and verbal invitations should use warm and non-technical
language to explain the purpose of the space without assuming prior knowledge of what it is or
who it’s for. Language like “all are welcome to use the materials in the prayground for
interactive worship” or simply, “this space is for worshipful play” communicates both openness
and a clear purpose.

. Clear expectations offer comfort, welcome, and a sense of routine. Rather than an
“anything goes” model of how to use the space, clear and posted guidelines allow all to feel
secure about how the space is used. One expectation might be to return musical instruments
and ribbon wavers to the basket after each song. Adults and youth who are guiding the space
can gently redirect children who are playing with musical instruments during other parts of the
service by helping them to return the instruments to their places when they’re not being used.
Clear expectations reinforce that the space isn’t an afterthought, but an intentional part of
worship life.

Intergenerational worship means more than simply sharing space. True
intergenerational worship invites participation from all ages, fostering spiritual growth and
connection among all. In this context, a prayground is a bridge where children learn and
experiment how to “do church” rather than a place to go while others worship. When they
function at their best, they’re a training ground, not a destination.

. Effective praygrounds are curated, simple, and intentional. A well-functioning
prayground is thoughtfully equipped with materials that invite meaningful engagement
without overwhelming the space. Fewer high-quality items that are chosen for their connection
to worship and their ability to foster creativity are far more effective than an abundance of
cheap and unrelated toys and fidgets. Curating the space in this way ensures it remains orderly
and accessible as well as clearly alined with the congregation’s vision for worship.

. Praygrounds offer a meaningful shift from the status quo. Praygrounds challenge
assumptions that children must be still, quiet, or in a separate space in order to participate
meaningfully in worship. Their presence is a visible reminder that intention and thought has
been put into creating a space where the needs of young minds and hearts are considered and
respected. This shift requires an openness to change and “a new way” and buy-in from the
whole congregation should be considered when putting a prayground space into practice.

Thoughtful use of the prayground invites reflection, iteration, and growth. As
the prayground is used with the congregation, families, children, leadership, and other
congregants will observe what works well and what needs improvement. When feedback and
improvements are considered on a regular basis, the prayground becomes more and more
valuable as a space for growth, learning, and worship. A continual process of evaluation and
modification affirms that the prayground is a living space where experiments are welcome. If
something doesn’t go over well, it can be changed or eliminated. The covenant and rules can



change over time. Ultimately a prayground may take a sabbath or even be closed when the
space isn’t serving the needs of the congregation.

Playing Church

Children learn best through play because it allows them to explore ideas, practice skills, and make
meaning in ways that are natural, engaging, and developmentally appropriate. In churches, play can
be an important form of spiritual formation, giving children opportunities to experience and embody
the rhythm, symbols, and language of worship in hands-on ways. For this reason, children’s
prayground spaces benefit from toys that invite them to “play church.” Examples include: child sized
pitchers and chalices and play bread for communion, child-sized stoles for role play, mini pulpits for
worship leading and preaching and other worship themed toys. These materials not only spark
imagination but also help children internalize the elements of worship, building familiarity and
comfort with sacred practices. By offering tools for symbolic and dramatic play, we affirm that
children’s spiritual lives are shaped, not only by watching and listening, but also by active and joyful
participation.

Sample Process for Starting a Prayground

For congregations that are looking to start a prayground in their context, here’s a simple process that
might be used. This process should be tailored and adapted to the unique needs and structure of the
particular congregation. A five phase process is outlined here and this basic outline should be
changed according to the polity and culture of the congregation.

Underlying Values for This Process:

e Transparency — The congregation should be well informed throughout and given
opportunities to voice honest concerns and questions, in good faith. The process for decision
making should be clear and communicated.

o Respect for Dissent/Discomfort — Change is hard and can take time, the biggest
dissenters can become the strongest supporters sometimes. Listen carefully to their concerns

e Integration Over Isolation — Remember that the goal of the prayground is not to create
something different, but to allow for deeper integration within the worshipping community

Phase 1 : Listening and Discernment
Goal: To understand the congregation’s current context, readiness, and needs

Tasks during the listening and discernment phase:

e Form a core team to engage in a significant study of praygrounds and their value. Include a
team with a wide variety of perspectives, including a person or who may not be convinced of
their value.

Consider an in-depth study of children’s spiritual development or intergenerational worship
Visit neighboring congregations who have praygrounds to see them in practice.

Develop a one-page vision for what a prayground in your community might look like as well as
how a small “test run” might work.



Key questions to discuss with the core team during the listening and discernment phase:

How are children currently engaged in worship? What is working? Where might children be
less engaged than they could be?

What our our congregations current strengths concerning children in worship?

How might our worship space lend itself to a prayground?

What budget constraints or opportunities do we have for forming a prayground?

Phase 2: Building Support/Refining the Vision
Goal: To move from idea to ownership, even among those who aren’t quite ready

Tasks during the building support and refining vision phase:

Ask open-ended questions and listen carefully to responses

Cast a positive vision by explaining what you’ve learned and thought about and why you
believe a prayground is a viable next step for the congregation

Clarify misunderstandings or assumptions that the prayground is a place for childcare or a free
for all that will distract from worship

Offer a one time low commitment pilot of one element that might be incorporated into the
playground (such as instruments or soft books) so folks have an example of what it might be

Key questions to discuss with the congregation during the building support and refining vision phase

What would you like to see addressed as we implement the prayground?

What concerns do you have?

How might this prayground help young people engage in worship more effectively?
What questions remain about the prayground?

Phase 3: Create the Covenant and Guidelines
Goal: Establish expectations that are clear, grace-filled, and accessible, and visible

Tasks during the covenant phase

To write a covenant for the prayground that takes into concern the culture and input of the
conversation and includes all ages in the writing process.

Keep the covenant simple — 3-5 guidelines are ideal for the covenant (Examples: We use quiet
voices. We put materials away when we are not using them. We listen to each other. )

Train volunteers/shepherds for the prayground making sure that volunteers are aware of the
vision behind it.

Phase Four: Launch and Integration
Goal: Ensure that the prayground reflects the rhythms of worship and feels fully part of the
congregation’s life and witness.

Tasks during the launch phase:



Phase Five:

To curate the furniture and resources that will be used in the space remembering to
focus on a few, high-quality items.

Commission the space during the worship service with a special prayer or blessing
Post signs in the space itself as well as regular announcements in the bulletin,
newsletter, and website

Design a process for feedback within the congregation

Reflection and Iteration

Goal: Adapt the prayground to grow and change with the congregation’s evolving needs

Tasks during the reflection and iteration phase:

Capture data about how the space is being used (attendance, feedback, reception)
Revisit the covenant/rules and procedures and tweak where necessary

Celebrate success by sharing stories with the wider congregation in the newsletter,
website and other areas.

Curate materials by adding what seems to be missing and take away what isn’t working

Sample Prayground Covenant

The prayground is a place for children to worship through play, creativity, and movement. To keep
it safe, worshipful, and welcoming, we agree to:

R wnd

Use quiet voices so everyone can hear and participate in worship.

Share materials kindly so all have a chance to use them.

Care for the space by treating items gently and returning them to their place before leaving.
Respect worship by using the space in ways that help us focus on God together

Welcome everyone who comes to the prayground.

The prayground is a part of our shared worship life. Thank you for helping it to be a space where all
can draw closer to God!

Sample Guidelines for Leaders and Helpers in the Prayground

Your Role: Create a safe, holy, and welcoming space where children can engage in worship through
play and presence.

e Model Engagement in Worship

o

o

Greet children and families warmly

Demonstrate gentle, worship-connected use of materials. (Wave banners and play
instruments during songs, light play candles when candles are lit, act out the sermon
with manipulatives)



e Offer Gentle Guidance
o If activities become disruptive, gently redirect “Let’s use our quiet voices, please!”
o Praise positive engagement
e Keep the Space Safe and Orderly
o Watch for hazards (small pieces, items folks could trip on)
o Help children return materials to their locations before leaving.
e Be a warm and consistent presence
o Build trust through regular interaction and learning names
o Come back and host again!
e Support inclusion
o Welcome visitors as well as regular attenders
o Briefly explain the purpose of the space, if needed

Conclusion: A prayground is more than a play space. It’s a tangible and visible expression of the
church’s commitment to children as full participants in worship. By offering a safe and engaging space
within the sanctuary, with clear expectations and norms, congregations affirm that children’s
curiosity, energy, and presence are gifts to be celebrated, not distractions to be managed. With
thoughtful care, careful curation, and consistent evaluations, praygrounds can become a blessing to
the congregation and community, drawing all deeper into the worship of God.

Prayground Resources
Curated by Traci Smith www.tracismith.com

Playing Church

Wooden Mass Playset?
Plush Nativity Set
We go to Church playset,

Play Stole
Felt Bread

Melamine Pitcher
Child-sized podium
Wooden Advent Candle Set
Miniature Pews

Church Miniatures

Understanding the Message
e Jesus and Bible Character Peg Dolls
e Easter Creche Peg Dolls
e Wooden Resurrection Scene
e Nativity Finger Puppet Set
e Where is Jesus Quiet Book

2 You’ll notice that Shining Light Dolls (and some of the other resources) are from the Roman Catholic tradition. The Roman Catholic
church is excellent at providing tools and resources for children to “play church” — most of the toys are easily transferable to a
Protestant context, although some might not be relevant. Note links to bread to substitute for the traditionally Roman Catholic “hosts”
for example.


http://www.tracismith.com
https://shininglightdolls.com/products/wooden-mass-kit-playset?srsltid=AfmBOoq6WaQPP1LYEu5de4MtELtxlxHhMZc5hRHJN2g_LQAzdF04XWv1
https://www.houseofjoppa.com/products/plush-nativity-set
https://www.stjudeshop.com/shop-religious-articles/gifts/baby-children-products/childrens-toys-gifts-figurines/we-go-to-church-plush-playset/?sku=9924642&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21341955976&gbraid=0AAAAA9gxNOGS5RaT1fR5wWBLVPwD06zyM&gclid=CjwKCAjwwNbEBhBpEiwAFYLtGKE1yEvOC94U_V-rgTUmjD3QaR2QV6E30K96F4mAxX6HoVpNdt3_yhoCxmwQAvD_BwE
https://www.etsy.com/listing/218930645/matching-kid-vestments-chasuble-veil?gpla=1&gao=1&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=shopping_us_ps-d-clothing&utm_custom1=_k_CjwKCAjwwNbEBhBpEiwAFYLtGFPxqNMwwPLygkCeOPUNenb0VwzJ8OmCtwAB7zGLVkGmydk_nsX6XxoCWTcQAvD_BwE_k_&utm_content=go_22634398485_180193306549_756461321168_aud-2211704521876%3Apla-360912201277_c__218930645_12768591&utm_custom2=22634398485&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22634398485&gbraid=0AAAAADtcfRLxn4wbZWQJ8V9VeTFyePlYY&gclid=CjwKCAjwwNbEBhBpEiwAFYLtGFPxqNMwwPLygkCeOPUNenb0VwzJ8OmCtwAB7zGLVkGmydk_nsX6XxoCWTcQAvD_BwE&variation1=5535659907
https://www.etsy.com/listing/564587926/market-fresh-bakery-bread-felt-bread-for?ls=s&ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=play+food+bread&ref=sr_gallery-1-1&sts=1&content_source=ca9a2686-9235-4a90-9f56-0e657945cc4f%253Ae40350338ded10cb7b96b1bee71088acdf16b480&organic_search_click=1&logging_key=ca9a2686-9235-4a90-9f56-0e657945cc4f%3Ae40350338ded10cb7b96b1bee71088acdf16b480
https://www.montessoriservices.com/textured-melamine-pitcher
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1815974688/child-size-podium-lectern-children-play?gpla=1&gao=1&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=shopping_us_ps-a-home_and_living&utm_custom1=_k_CjwKCAjwwNbEBhBpEiwAFYLtGLysxma3-beZ3yAJx-pQnIRH1FAvZBd_fFSqe3eNDZAt09q25GX26BoCoGMQAvD_BwE_k_&utm_content=go_22634398530_180193309589_756461321213_aud-2211704521876%3Apla-303628061699_c__1815974688_12768591&utm_custom2=22634398530&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22634398530&gbraid=0AAAAADtcfRJi7fpM3yTN0gAuDbTtNDtDI&gclid=CjwKCAjwwNbEBhBpEiwAFYLtGLysxma3-beZ3yAJx-pQnIRH1FAvZBd_fFSqe3eNDZAt09q25GX26BoCoGMQAvD_BwE&variation0=4960064084
https://shop.catholicsupply.com/wooden-children-s-advent-wreath-playset.aspx
https://www.mytinyworld.co.uk/dollshouse/miniaturedetail.asp?prodid=13022&dummy=&tmpcurrency=US
https://minimumworld.com/shop-by-room/church.html?srsltid=AfmBOopNhAKfZsWQ-qd9xUZJSkRL4VW63svALqm8U_NgqRO9UWlY58eO
https://www.etsy.com/listing/698594751/set-of-jesus-and-6-bible-character-peg?gpla=1&gao=1&
https://www.michaels.com/makerplace/product/peg-doll-easter-creche-full-size-seven-piece-resurrection-set-he-is-risen-225838528463273984
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1407026685/easter-decor-resurrection-scene?variation0=3516001559
https://www.zieglers.com/nativity-finger-puppets-2-gloves-polyester-6-1-2-x-5-1-2-38081/religious-articles/seasonal/christmas-season/a-catholic-childs-christmas/?sku=RO38081&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22360801909&gbraid=0AAAAAD3k2QiK4TCF7zyeBnAgIYvQY3pzQ&gclid=CjwKCAjwwNbEBhBpEiwAFYLtGN88qjIeYDPA4c2AM1XgVta3NmW3ZpC96YEph2PD1s6JBql5PKxWghoC9YkQAvD_BwE
https://thelittleroseshop.com/products/where-is-jesus-quiet-book

My Felt Quiet Book

The Miracles of Jesus Quiet Book Pattern3
Names of Jesus Wooden Puzzle

Jesus and the 12 Disciples Finger Puppets

Jesus and the 12 Disciples Magnetic Play Scene

Worship Aids

Rainbow Ribbon Rings
Wrist Ribbons

Nino Rythmn Instruments
Montessori Instruments
Growing in God’s Love Bible
NRSV Children’s Bible

The Peace Table Children’s Bible

Seating/ Furniture

Lalo Baby Seats
Child Seats
Rocking Chair

A place for everyone rug
Play top connective storage

https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/products/infants-toddlers/furniture/first-steps-curved-st

orage-center-with-acrylic-back/p/AA895/

For Accommodating Different Needs

Wobble Cushion
Small Weighted Lap Pad

Hugs Blanket
Plavable Art Balls (fidget)

Other

A place for everyone rug
Custom Furniture Design,

Notably absent from my recommended list: Perhaps as important as the things listed above is
the fact that some things are absent. Note that I do not recommend:

Coloring Sheets and crayons/markers — These are very often used but are, in my experience,
used a simple way to busy children in “something else” without drawing them into the worship
of the community. My recommendation is to use them during a specific and contained moment
within the service, if at all.

Play Doh/Slime — End up being messy and sometimes eaten!

Loud Toys — This is discussed in detail in the full report

? Quiet books come out of the Church of Latter Day Saints tradition, where services are long, and children are expected to be quiet.
Congregations should vet the theology of the books to make sure they align with their own theological traditions.


https://www.etsy.com/listing/1585706762/felt-my-bible-quiet-book-gift-for?ls=s&ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=church+quiet+book+pattern&ref=sr_gallery-1-11&pro=1&frs=1&sts=1&content_source=4d0c8ccf-658b-4e5e-a3a8-dc8472471f62%253A20e188c95e8899e54b34c5ac85495ffcb5977929&organic_search_click=1&logging_key=4d0c8ccf-658b-4e5e-a3a8-dc8472471f62%3A20e188c95e8899e54b34c5ac85495ffcb5977929
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1877746570/miracles-of-jesus-felt-quiet-book-pdf?ls=s&ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=church+quiet+book+pattern&ref=sr_gallery-1-1&sts=1&dd=1&content_source=4d0c8ccf-658b-4e5e-a3a8-dc8472471f62%253A0cd0482a952d485bc8a630bacabbdf727fb844ed&organic_search_click=1&logging_key=4d0c8ccf-658b-4e5e-a3a8-dc8472471f62%3A0cd0482a952d485bc8a630bacabbdf727fb844ed
https://shepherdmeshop.com/products/jesus-wooden-puzzle?variant=44990461083801&country=US&currency=USD&utm_medium=product_sync&utm_source=google&utm_content=sag_organic&utm_campaign=sag_organic&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22263391080&gbraid=0AAAAAq-uHy0UhJgIH1FLfxOqcNzyw19XL&gclid=CjwKCAjw7_DEBhAeEiwAWKiCC1b4DtkmMGivr7Rbm1TmLtCxtcu54mb2FwDiGNil9ZlFj_zUdR2zmxoCIRoQAvD_BwE
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1598632972/jesus-and-12-disciples-finger-puppet-set
https://shininglightdolls.com/products/jesus-the-twelve-apostles-magnetic-playscene?variant=43403202625635&country=US&currency=USD&utm_medium=product_sync&utm_source=google&utm_content=sag_organic&utm_campaign=sag_organic&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22891684785&gbraid=0AAAAACkx-tRGC_jDwK_ZyRXNbOW6QIc7G&gclid=CjwKCAjw7_DEBhAeEiwAWKiCC6oui8CCMjZig4kmkC5n_AS-YKj37j4wYh2-ZXuEaYmbl9m6UzSBFRoCgJMQAvD_BwE
https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/products/active-play/balance-coordination/lakeshore-wrist-ribbons-set-of-12/p/DD127/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign=OG_SEM_NB_GOOG_SHOP_performancemax_LOWER_MAIN_BAU&utm_content=OG_SEM_NB_GOOG_SHOP_performancemax_LOWER_MAIN_BAU%7CGeneral%7C&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21081397636&gbraid=0AAAAAD39dlvYnbtO1REJmhHMY0oJ8ccjs&gclid=CjwKCAjwwNbEBhBpEiwAFYLtGKwB2EH7QmZsx7gR_6pHH7y0SezkJszgs-JT8szi8Y6gP-QOB9LLKxoChyIQAvD_BwE
https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/products/active-play/balance-coordination/lakeshore-wrist-ribbons-set-of-12/p/DD127/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign=OG_SEM_NB_GOOG_SHOP_performancemax_LOWER_MAIN_BAU&utm_content=OG_SEM_NB_GOOG_SHOP_performancemax_LOWER_MAIN_BAU%7CGeneral%7C&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21081397636&gbraid=0AAAAAD39dlvYnbtO1REJmhHMY0oJ8ccjs&gclid=CjwKCAjwwNbEBhBpEiwAFYLtGKwB2EH7QmZsx7gR_6pHH7y0SezkJszgs-JT8szi8Y6gP-QOB9LLKxoChyIQAvD_BwE
https://www.sweetwater.com/store/detail/NINOSET-15--nino-rhythm-percussion-set-15-piece?mrkgadid=&mrkgcl=28&mrkgen=&mrkgbflag=&mrkgcat=&acctid=21700000001645388&dskeywordid=92700080614971942&lid=92700080614971942&ds_s_kwgid=58700008750774699&ds_s_inventory_feed_id=97700000007215323&dsproductgroupid=2339823237743&product_id=NINOSET-15&prodctry=US&prodlang=en&channel=online&storeid=&device=c&network=g&matchtype=&adpos=largenumber&locationid=9021511&creative=706601391102&targetid=pla-2339823237743&campaignid=21490415724&awsearchcpc=1&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21490415724&gbraid=0AAAAAD_RQYlXyBOcqzMWSoTRIW92hAT6R&gclid=CjwKCAjwwNbEBhBpEiwAFYLtGGZv3Zz9pzX9Ib0XFq-NeIDr3iOSL5dxaCGVurIbNjQtZFBEEAYcLhoCi1oQAvD_BwE
https://www.projectmontessori.com/products/montessori-wooden-music-instruments-set-10-instruments?variant=44829380313286&country=US&currency=USD&utm_medium=product_sync&utm_source=google&utm_content=sag_organic&utm_campaign=sag_organic&tw_source=google&tw_adid=721549663814&tw_campaign=21871567182&tw_kwdid=pla-294682000766&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21871567182&gbraid=0AAAAABHaiWyxxlPICDhV5x4mBQIykGVPq&gclid=CjwKCAjwwNbEBhBpEiwAFYLtGFnxvJnqrCp8XNy4yeNyE-2k03Vita-P1RK5HGp78UIIcB3Thk0ymBoCEaUQAvD_BwE
https://www.amazon.com/Growing-Gods-Love-Story-Bible/dp/0664262910?crid=2L3ZLSV1FN0WO&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BDuoEJLywfPT3c4KN4EekVmUjekZBsTDXVQm106E-7EJQf6WPWcTrzuQhG6lRc8DC-Npo2s6pDdKECkoytjOoS57fVgk1AEuD_ik6-riVnCyR4UBJ8ACvu861-eKKVaOAGROu9iQsjZljkMncLsNmAhB_KrTaQuAhTNaHK_kZrnqJN2HbCbab61SDqrP3LLT96cVrsPd1HAQfIu7YzNbGov8kaB6RULmqVJahr_Yxjg.ybEqLToSenv78xUTJ0qgC_HKlCjD24lnH5D9mgtQTvQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=growing+in+gods+love+story+bible&qid=1755264203&sprefix=growing+in+gods+love+story+bibl%2Caps%2C227&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=revtrasmi-20&linkId=9d8a05752e5ddb219da30cad688f76f6&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://stg.cokesbury.com/9781501858758-nrsv-childrens-bible-hardcover?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22039496623&gbraid=0AAAAAD_t4Owz9fYhUOS_1VtpIP17q2fPe&gclid=CjwKCAjwwNbEBhBpEiwAFYLtGL9GlbIgS2IDWssITOqgUX1rMDGcXMT3cVwA_2n0g0mYy00M9LSaZhoC3C4QAvD_BwE
https://www.amazon.com/Peace-Table-Storybook-Bible/dp/1513812262?crid=2TIH53RLIR772&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Iyd28ova7JLSKmVnANnj1YwpARw4esYLr6O9CttOlaJqr1FdcGy91_dM0n01emtd5PSiOYIl-McqYfHy9PPRM8Rhad965VSazaEMgdYWigM.T9c4-JHdq1fI1ypVIJYcUB_p3hR3eL_RS-mNDNXYPAw&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+peace+table+a+storybook+bible&qid=1755264286&sprefix=the+peace+table+a+storybook+bible%2Caps%2C198&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=revtrasmi-20&linkId=3079ec02f0b80cae841647c6a910089e&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0C26CKCZR?linkCode=ogi&tag=bp_links-20&ascsubtag=%5Bartid%7C2089.g.61487545%5Bsrc%7Cwww.google.com%5Bch%7C%5Blt%7C%5Bpid%7C1ab33df1-0a12-4b09-857b-dab844bf06b4%5Baxid%7Cef7a75d1-4806-4e02-bb60-0bc6b94e81f1&th=1
https://www.ikea.com/us/en/cat/kids-chairs-18769/
https://www.ikea.com/us/en/p/poaeng-rocking-chair-birch-veneer-gunnared-beige-s49502038/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic-shopping&utm_campaign=shopping_feed&utm_content=free_google_shopping_clicks_Living_room_seating&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22409704213&gbraid=0AAAAAD27g7z1vihusfYkmgeSy5-ZnC5bs&gclid=CjwKCAjwwNbEBhBpEiwAFYLtGOxC9FMtL4necBJxPu3XqZSZOY_2Fqslku24BdU11ahipoQi5xsfuxoCV-QQAvD_BwE
https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/products/classroom-furniture/classroom-carpets-rugs/calming-colors-a-place-for-everyone-carpets/p/PP308/
https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/products/classroom-furniture/storage-units/play-top-connective-storage-unit/p/DD615/
https://www.wayfair.com/school-furniture-and-supplies/pdp/wood-designs-contender-baltic-12-compartment-cubby-w000460020.html?piid=374406450%2C374406459%2C374406463
https://www.wayfair.com/school-furniture-and-supplies/pdp/wood-designs-contender-baltic-12-compartment-cubby-w000460020.html?piid=374406450%2C374406459%2C374406463
https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/products/classroom-furniture/chairs-seating/flex-space-wobble-cushion-blue/s/LC511BU/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign=OG_SEM_NB_GOOG_SHOP_performancemax_LOWER_MAIN_BAU&utm_content=OG_SEM_NB_GOOG_SHOP_performancemax_LOWER_MAIN_BAU%7CGeneral%7C&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21081397636&gbraid=0AAAAAD39dlvYnbtO1REJmhHMY0oJ8ccjs&gclid=CjwKCAjwwNbEBhBpEiwAFYLtGDYavAb17p2VO5wVo0ps6ghAe-V8swHY_UhFFUsxYpLr6ssujaJKAxoCEK0QAvD_BwE
https://funandfunction.com/minky-weighted-lap-pad.html
https://www.softminkyblankets.com/collections/hugs-collection?srsltid=AfmBOopfCR0Lgqumiwx7zZXzAwFQVmjdR3M08lP83CAFRaTXZkNdiHK7
https://www.fatbraintoys.com/toy_companies/beyond123/playable_art_ball.cfm?country=US&source=google_pla&kwid=BYD006-1&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=929738114&gbraid=0AAAAAD_wdzqZL3E63LFkvUTQ9rjf-4urt&gclid=CjwKCAjwwNbEBhBpEiwAFYLtGCDW4ZxdC1PfneDF-Z49zwwYeyihSA89SLKbYgc_q8vGz0KcKYskAhoCZ5IQAvD_BwE
https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/products/classroom-furniture/classroom-carpets-rugs/calming-colors-a-place-for-everyone-carpets/p/PP308/
https://www.kaplanco.com/resources/classroom-design.asp#

e Toys that have nothing to do with worship — The prayground should be fundamentally
different from a play space

e Traditional Picture Books — Traditional picture books are a wonderful way to teach faith and
spiritual concepts, but the prayground isn’t the right setting for them, in my opinion.

Recommendations for Further Study:

For congregations that wish to do a deeper dive or book study in preparation for creating a
prayground space, I recommend:

Intergenerate — Transforming Churches through Intergenerational Ministry — this book is an
excellent primer on the importance of ingergenerational ministry, and what it means

A Gospel for All Ages — A book with a specific focus on preaching for all ages
Church Together — forthcoming by Traci Smith and Dave Csinos


https://www.amazon.com/InterGenerate-Transforming-Churches-Intergenerational-Ministry/dp/1684261503
https://www.amazon.com/Gospel-All-Ages-Teaching-Preaching/dp/1506473946/ref=sr_1_4?crid=2D27MX20Y1UHU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ayqZed87txFCRiIModoZ0fCuLiGkLwRfXxV6T6HsBjoQj1Jp5osnQlOoBAapMDdY7kOW8SP6o-2E3LEg5KwM7hYR4A7zMhM429eW7FlXJ3ivc1b9ElVUwcFjesH4mEC5EKI9ptdYghVlXUCAG_1qkyPmwUKE0ECWkaSTC3xVpQeRVytbH20lYAtttPIzJMuwYP9r9owhEnis1eREq3lfr29x57WIfIJrbKExhGrNLSY.tNcHoRi_KbgRiorM08CRWiz5s_lEYn9SunlclpqyK1o&dib_tag=se&keywords=a+gospel+for+all&qid=1755265440&s=books&sprefix=a+gospel+for+all+%2Cstripbooks%2C160&sr=1-4

